INTRODUCTION
The exchange of objects and specimens for the mutual enrichment of museums was a major preoccupation of curators around the world during the second half of the nineteenth century (for example, Sheets-Pyenson 1988, Kohlstedt 1991) . Exchanges were carried out both by large metropolitan museums seeking exotic material, and by small colonial museums trying to build more comprehensive collections. Natural history specimens and ethnographic materials were especially desirable items of exchange.
At Auckland Museum in New Zealand (AIM; formerly Auckland Institute and Museum; museum acronyms follow Leviton et al. 1985) , many large exchanges were arranged during this period between the curator, T. F. Cheeseman ( Figure 1) , and local and foreign individuals and organizations (Goulding 1975; Gill 2000 Gill , 2008a . Thomas Frederic Cheeseman (1845 Cheeseman ( -1923 was curator of Auckland Museum from 1874 to 1923 (Goulding 1996) . He was primarily a botanist, but published in many other fields reflecting the broad interests that were necessary in his sole-charge curatorial position. Cheeseman was a prolific correspondent with biologists, museum staff and dealers throughout the world.
One such series of exchanges during three decades is documented in Cheeseman's correspondence with Enrico Hillyer Giglioli ( Figure 2 ) at Real Museo di Fisica e Storia Naturale di Firenze (Royal Physics and Natural History Museum of Florence), Italy. This institution is now the Museo di Storia Naturale dell'Università di Firenze (Natural History inscription "R. Museo di Fisica & Storia naturale di Firenze". Study-skins from the second exchange (1888) usually have a plain label attached ( Figure 4 ) with nothing pre-printed. The latter often bear an "M" number which is given in the inventory of that exchange. Specimens obtained by MZUF indirectly from other collections and sent to AIM as duplicates, usually retain instead original labels from the source institution or collector, but an "M" number may be added.
CORRESPONDENCE AND EXCHANGE OF SPECIMENS
The exchanges began with broad aspirations as both curators made known their lists of desiderata. They gradually became more specific as what could be provided, and what was of Table 1 . Summary of consignments of specimens and objects exchanged between the museums of Florence (Italy) and Auckland (New Zealand) showing number of items (where known) and year of receipt. CHEESEMAN-GIGLIOLI CORRESPONDENCE, most interest, became clearer. All of Cheeseman's exchanges were on behalf of Auckland Museum except for herbarium specimens, which were exchanged privately from and for Cheeseman's personal herbarium, which he gave to Auckland Museum at the end of his career. The botanical exchanges were with Giglioli's colleague in Florence, Dr Emile Levier (see Goulding 1975) . Also exchanged were serials (bulletin of the Italian Entomological Society for Transactions and proceedings of the New Zealand Institute) presumably for the respective museum libraries. Photographs were sought on both sides, and were often enclosed with letters, or separately in the same post, but independent of the fewer freighted exchanges of objects. Giglioli requested "some good ethnological photographs of Maori men & women, and also of other natives of Polynesia". 7 He stated: "In sending me other Maori photographs I shall be much obliged if you could add some of the halfcastes of either sex." 8 Cheeseman wanted to exchange "large size (quarto) photographs of Italian or Swiss scenery, buildings, towns, etc., for similar photographs from New Zealand". 9 Of the latter he could send a set of 50 or more. However, Giglioli wanted "photos of Natives of N. Zealand, Polynesia etc." and not scenery "for which I do not care". 10 On a personal note, Cheeseman added a post-script: "I have enclosed my photograph . . . in the hope that you would kindly return me yours to place among those of my European correspondents." 11 Giglioli replied: "Many thanks for your likeness, I enclose mine for your acceptance." 12 What was said was not always done, for Giglioli subsequently stated: "I have not yet got a photo of myself, but you shall have one as soon as I do." 13 Giglioli's desiderata were New Zealand vertebrates and Maori (and other Polynesian) anthropological material. Cheeseman could offer New Zealand material (and some from south-west Pacific islands) that was sure to be desirable to museums in Europe. It included birds (for example, Figure 5 ), reptiles, fish, insects, sea-shells, plants and anthropological material (ethnographic objects and human bones). Not all New Zealand specimens were easily obtained, however, as Cheeseman explained 14 :
I will do the best I can with the bird skins, but many of the species you ask for are very rare and only obtained at long intervals, for instance, the Alpine Nestors can only be got by making special expeditions into the heart of the Southern Alps, and even then it is an uncertain matter. In the same way, Neomorpha is confined to the Ruahine Mountains in the centre of the North island -a very difficult locality to get at.
Several New Zealand birds at MZUF were collected at Taipo in 1875 including a South Island piopio (Turnagra capensis) received from AIM and other species from Canterbury Museum (Violani et al. 1984) . Birds from this locality and year seem to stem from a commercial collector ) and were retained in New Zealand museum collections, and, as indicated here, used as duplicates in international exchanges. Cheeseman wanted birds, mammals, beetles and plants from southern Europe and exotic regions (for example, Asia, New Guinea). He also sought Italian archaeological objects and human skulls, for example, "accurately determined crania of European or Asiatic races (with lower jaws attached)" 15 or "two or more crania (with lower jaw attached) of Italian origin -preferably Roman period, but more modern will do". 16 He asked for deep-sea fishes and invertebrates from Giglioli's Mediterranean dredging expeditions, and later for Egyptian material. CHEESEMAN-GIGLIOLI CORRESPONDENCE, Giglioli offered European (especially Italian) and exotic vertebrates (for example, from North Africa, South America), and Italian archaeological items, all of which were attractive to a small but growing museum anxious to bring the wider world to the citizens of a remote colonial town. Most of the birds Giglioli sent were Italian (for example, Figure 6 ), but some foreign ones are historically notable. They include seven study-skins from the collection of the Duca di Genova (Duke of Genoa); 17 nine study-skins from Gorontalo, Celebes (now Sulawesi), Dutch East Indies (now Indonesia), collected in 1875 by J. G. F. Riedel, the Dutch Resident at Amboina; and two study-skins from New Guinea collected in 1875 by Oduardo Beccari. 18 Other well-known collectors whose specimens were passed from MZUF to AIM include: E. Hargitt, H. Seebohm and R. Swinhoe.
Cheeseman 
First exchange, 1879-1882
Cheeseman wrote in 1879 21 , apologizing for the delay, but advising that: A list of the 100 bird specimens followed, giving species, and (where known) sexes and ages. There were 43 species, mostly land and freshwater birds, with a few inshore marine species and one procellariiform seabird. Among species extinct or rare today were: one yellowhead (Mohoua ochrocephala), one South Island piopio, two North Island kokakos (Callaeas wilsoni), two little spotted kiwis (Apteryx owenii), five New Zealand dotterels (Charadrius obscurus), one reef heron (Egretta sacra), one black stilt (Himantopus novaezelandiae), one brown teal (Anas chlorotis), and one fairy tern (Sterna nereis).
Giglioli acknowledged safe arrival of the case: " . . . I have been very much pleased with its contents. The bird skins are really splendid!" 22 Cheeseman enclosed with a letter a four-page list of his bird and mammal desiderata. 23 Giglioli apologized for the long delay in reciprocating the exchange, caused by repeated absences from Florence. 24 He was about to leave for deep sea exploration, but three cases were ready to be sent, two with bird and mammal skins, and the third containing mammals, a mounted "Houbara" (bustard), plants from Dr Levier, southern European Coleoptera from Professor Targioni-Tozzetti and Italian entomological publications. "The cases are all tinlined and soldered air & water-tight." The birds and mammals all had labels affixed ( Figure  3 ). "The whole set has been named by my assistant, but some of the exotic Birds may be misnamed and I could not possibly from want of time see to their determination myself".
The consignment is itemized in the MZUF exchange register 25 and numbered 388 specimens, comprising 295 Italian birds (across all major orders, often a male and female of each species, and mostly from Florence or "Tuscany" but also from elsewhere in Italy including Sardinia), 78 foreign birds (mostly from Brazil) and 15 mammals (Italian and foreign). The consignment arrived in good order early in 1882, and Cheeseman was "very much pleased".
26
Second exchange, 1885-1888 In 1883 27 , Giglioli apologized for a delay in writing, caused by an absence for six months on trips, and re-stated his desiderata which included photos of "the Moriori or Chatham Islanders", "Maori crania and any of their implements & weapons", and "a few more Apteryx". Cheeseman replied with his own apologies for slowness in putting together exchange material. "I am so hindered with other duties, and our Museum staff is so small, that I cannot get on with it as rapidly as I could wish." 28 Cheeseman hoped "to get together a very full and complete series of Maori crania. I can send you several of their stone implements, but their wooden ones, etc., are now very difficult to get, and the manufacture of them ceased some years ago". He enclosed a few photographs of Maoris.
The next three letters were from Giglioli, repeating his desiderata, and, in the absence of response, expressing the hope that Cheeseman was not ill. 29 In reply, Cheeseman explained that Giglioli's letters "reached me at a time when I was exceedingly busy, owing to the erection of new fittings and showcases in the Museum, which necessitated the rearrangement of the whole of the collections -in fact all other work had to be put on one side." 30 However, two boxes of specimens were ready to leave for London, and a list of these was appended, including 50 birds, mostly locally common species in the Auckland area. Cheeseman drew particular attention to "two superb skins of the Kea (Nestor notabilis), another of the Kakapo (Stringops), a good pair of both Apteryx Mantelli and A. Oweni, and especially a remarkably fine pair of the Huia (Heteralocha)". Other birds that are notable today were two yellow-crowned parakeets (Cyanoramphus auriceps), two New Zealand dotterels, two wrybills (Anarhynchus frontalis), a dabchick (Poliocephalus rufopectus) and a black petrel (Procellaria parkinsoni). The consignment also included: "six good specimens of Sphenodon and one of our peculiar frog -Liopelma. The latter is very scarce, and very hard to get. Of Maori crania I send 15 -all good specimens and specially selected for you."
Cheeseman sent the boxes in July or August, and a letter explaining this 31 crossed with one from Giglioli 32 complaining that he had not heard from Cheeseman in two years. Finally, Giglioli wrote to say the two cases had arrived. 33 Unfortunately, a little damp had got into the bird skins, the Maori skulls were mouldy and two had broken, and a parakeet skin was missing. Giglioli was disappointed that there were no Maori stone implements, but, otherwise, he was pleased: "the Birds are splendid specimens and the Frog & Tuatara-lizard are to me of special interest." The stone implements were for Giglioli's comparative study of "modern & prehistoric" implements. He had "not a single Maori stone weapon or implement and very few from Polynesia" and they were needed to finish a publication.
Cheeseman's reply 34 apologized for the lack of Maori stone implements:
. . . it is really extremely difficult to get any number of them, with the exception of the ordinary stone adzes, of which I suppose you have plenty already. The greenstone (jade) weapons and ornaments are now valued at most extraordinary prices -so much so that Museums cannot afford to buy them. For instance, the price asked for a really good greenstone mere ranges from £15 to £30, according to size; and the grotesquely carved Heitikis vary from £5 to £10. . . . an excellent collection of Maori ethnological specimens will be exhibited in the forthcoming Indian & Colonial Exhibition in London. If you have time to run over and take a look at it, you would get a good deal of information on the subject of Maori weapons.
Cheeseman concluded with an enquiry about possible sources of European technological exhibits. "We are thinking of adding to our building a hall for an Industrial and Technological Museum." Giglioli acknowledged the letter 35 and wrote again 36 repeating his urgent need for "as complete a set of Maori stone-implements and weapons as possible". In reply, Cheeseman promised to send immediately a small consignment of ethnographic items and he noted a new address of the Museum's London agent. 37 Giglioli acknowledged safe receipt of a case of stone implements: cast of fern pounder, cast of "stone idol", "rough stone implements from the Chatham Is.", New Guinea and Fiji stone adzes. 38 Giglioli admitted that he was "sadly in retard" in reciprocating the second exchange, owing to travels for over two months in Europe and "an unusual accumulation of official work". 39 I am sending you also some Mammals, amongst which a fine mounted Guereza (Colobus Guereza) from Abyssinia, the finest of Monkeys. There also are two sheep of a curious breed, with splendid wool, and a goat from Shoa (Southern Abyssinia) sent by King Menelik -as I am not collecting domestic races I think I shall send them to you -they are unmounted skins.
It was May before Giglioli reported that three cases, "tin-lined and bound with iron", had gone to Leghorn to be shipped on the first steamer direct for London. 40 The delay had been "mostly caused by the severe illness of my wife, who is now, thank God, well again". There was further mention of sheep. "I have sent them to you [Abyssinian rams] thinking that in a Sheep-farming country like New Zealand they might interest the Public." They were "sent by King Menelik to the Italian Government as picked specimens. The skins are preserved in the native fashion, but are perfect except that one skull was not sent, and the one that was is minus a horn -but you can get your taxidermist to replace the horns . . .".
Enclosed with the letter was a six-page "List of Specimens sent", hand-written by Giglioli and dated 10 May 1888. There were 226 land vertebrates, plus fish, coral and three packages of plants from Dr Levier. Birds numbered 154 (93 Italian, 61 foreign), all skins except for ten mounted birds. There were 53 amphibians and reptiles, nearly all in spirit. Mammals totalled 19, including the mounted colobus monkey, six bats in spirit and the rest as skins (some with associated bones). Figure 4 shows a typical label.
Cheeseman acknowledged receipt, after the consignment was delayed in London and trans-shipped at Dunedin (South Island, New Zealand). 41 Many of the specimens are very welcome additions to our collections, and although I should have preferred to have seen a collection with not quite such a large proportion of bird-skins, with which we are getting well stocked, still the [illegible] is satisfactory to me, and I know you have done your best to supply our desiderata.
In 1889 Giglioli indicated that in addition he had posted to Cheeseman in a small tin box some fragments of funeral garlands of leaves collected by a friend from the Egyptian royal tombs at Thebes. 42 These were presumably sent because of Cheeseman's botanical interests.
Third exchange, 1890-1891
In 1889 and 1890, Giglioli wrote four times, restating his ethnographic desiderata in every detail. 43 "Pray excuse me if I write so often, but your prolonged silence has made me anxious and I trust that it has only been caused by excess of work and not by ill health" (March 1890). Cheeseman's reply of 20 April 1890 is missing, but presumably gave news of his marriage in November 1889 to Rose Keesing and subsequent expedition with her to the Three Kings Islands north of New Zealand (Goulding 1996 : 95). Giglioli replied offering "sincere congratulations and cordial best wishes" to the couple and fully accepting the important reason for Cheeseman's delay in replying. 44 In September 1890 Cheeseman wrote with details of Maori items that he had sent. 45 The box had been ready for shipment six weeks prior "when unexpectedly the steamer which was to have taken it from Auckland to London direct, was placed on another voyage." Then it was delayed by "the unexpected general strike among seamen, both here and in Australia". It finally went to Lyttelton (South Island, New Zealand) "by a steamer manned by non-union men". "I hope you will be able to make me a good return, for although what I have sent goes into a small compass, it has not been easy to get, and even here is worth a good deal in money." He thanked Giglioli for photographs, "which are really excellent, and have given me much pleasure", and advised that with the retirement from business of Graham and Co., Auckland Museum's new London agent was Bernard Quaritch (the bookseller).
Giglioli acknowledged receipt of the case. 46 As you did not send me a list of the contents I here add them . . . "The case was in bad condition and the contents jumbled about . . .", but in general he was greatly pleased, especially with the greenstone mere, although disappointed by the absence of items Cheeseman had previously promised. In reply Cheeseman regretted the "mischance" affecting the box of implements. 47 The total number of items should have been 23, making six missing items, including the precious greenstone hei-tiki. Also lost were a fine greenstone axe, polished Maori axe-blade, New Guinea hafted stone axe, and two fishing weights. Giglioli was most upset: "great is my sorrow to learn that the loss I have sustained through the pillage of the box you sent me in September last is greater than I believed! . . . From what I gather the things were taken at the English Custom house". 48 Cheeseman stated that he had marked with a red cross those items he wanted on a list of available Florence specimens. 49 "I notice that many of them are mounted specimens. As a rule, I do not much care for such, and I would not send them unless they are really good and well-mounted." Giglioli sent off to the London agent two "big cases" on 30 July 1891, with a request that they not pass through British Customs where opening the cases might damage the contents. 50 This was a small consignment of five birds, two fishes, and 13 mounted mammals (list enclosed with letter): "to avoid too big a case I have had the horns of the males Cervus Corsicanus and C. dama sawn off, an iron peg has been fastened in each so your taxidermist can easily replace them in situ . . . the specimens are carefully packed and secured by screws (from outside)". Cheeseman's next letter (dated 2 Jan. 1892) is missing but presumably acknowledged receipt of the consignment.
Final exchanges, 1895-1904
Cheeseman replied to Giglioli's letter of 5 June 1891 undertaking to do his best to replace the stolen items. 51 He explained the high prices fetched by Maori items in Auckland (£40 for a fine hei-tiki), and by the same post sent some photographs of Maoris, the best available in Auckland, which Giglioli thought were splendid. 52 In January 1892, Giglioli 53 sent photographs of Italian monuments and scenes (itemized in a list), which Cheeseman acknowledged. 54 A very long time has elapsed since I [Cheeseman] have written you. This has been caused partly, I am sorry to say, by illness, which for a time laid me on one side altogether, and partly by the immense addition to my work caused by the erection and fitting up of a new anthropological hall as an addition to our Museum.
The next four letters were from Giglioli, repetitively asking after promised ethnographic items and soliciting New Zealand books and recent periodical issues. He noted that the new hall must have "considerably preyed" on Cheeseman's time but that such "to a Director's heart, is a thing of joy!". 55 Giglioli had read (in the current number of Natural science) of the new ethnological hall at Auckland Museum. 56 The fourth letter implored "Pray be so kind as to let me have a few lines soon!!" 57 It is the last available Giglioli letter in the series.
One or more letters from Cheeseman in 1894 and 1895 may be missing, but he wrote in June 1895 to say that a box had been despatched at last. 58 "As there is now a direct line of steamers from Australia to Europe, calling at Genoa, I have sent it by that route, so that it will probably arrive very shortly after this letter." An Auckland firm had arranged the shipment which was paid as far as Genoa. The letter listed the 23 items sent, all ethnological from New Zealand, Chatham Islands and the Pacific, including human skulls from Melanesia and Samoa.
I trust that you will like what I have sent. The hei-tiki, although not large, is an unusually good well carved specimen, of undoubted antiquity. . . . The stone axes (hafted) from New Guinea are also remarkably good, and altogether superior to the trumpery imitations now being made to sell. The Maori wooden carvings I send because I thought you would like to have specimens, and it will soon be impossible to obtain them.
A parcel of plants was enclosed for their mutual friend Dr Levier.
In 1895 Cheeseman asked for "a really good Egyptian Carving" for the Museum's Ethnological Hall. 59 A case arrived at Auckland in excellent condition in 1896 containing an Egyptian child-mummy (AIM Ethnology 11130): "I am very pleased indeed to have the Egyptian mummy -although of course I should have liked the mummy of an adult better than that of a child. Nevertheless it is very acceptable". 60 Cheeseman wrote in 1896 61 :
I have secured an old axe handle (Maori) and as I have plenty of axes that fit it, the first time an old Maori visits the Museum that I can depend upon I will have it properly lashed. I have taken note of your other desiderata, and will do my best to obtain them. The worst is that it is every year becoming more difficult to obtain such articles -they are not now made, or made only in a few remote localities seldom visited. For instance, it is very seldom any trader proceeds from here to the Admiralty Islands . . . The people who might do a good deal for us -the missionaries of the Melanesian Mission -are careless and indifferent [in securing collections for museums].
Cheeseman's own desiderata were "a good and large skeleton of an Ostrich -if cleaned and mounted so much the better" and "large mammals -either good skins or really good well mounted specimens". Also, Italian crania and "prehistoric stone axes, chisels, glass beads and other weapons or implements". It is not clear if Cheeseman sent anything in 1896, for in 1898 he was still talking about sending an axe and handle: 62 . . . my health is all that could be desired, but every year, with the growth of the Museum, business of a routine character absorbs more and more of my time, and I have consequently to drop many pursuits that I would willingly continue. I have the most lively desire to continue our exchanges, but it is very difficult to obtain the special ethnologic things you ask for. The Maori stone axe, with its wooden handle safely lashed, is safely put on one side for you . . . .
In 1899 Cheeseman reported that he had sent Giglioli by parcel post two Maori hafted stone axes, and would like some good prehistoric bronzes in return. 63 There is a gap in correspondence until 1904 when Cheeseman 64 acknowledged a letter from Giglioli (now missing) dated 16 December 1903 in which Giglioli enquired about CHEESEMAN-GIGLIOLI CORRESPONDENCE, 1877 -1904 composite Maori fish-hooks (comprising jade and bone) held by Auckland Museum. Cheeseman reported that he had only ever seen one such specimen and that "In compliance with your wish, I have had an exact replica of it made, and am forwarding it by the same post". "Mr Ugo Biondi is altogether mistaken in saying that he obtained a similar specimen from me in Auckland in the way of exchange".
"Your box of prehistoric Italian implements has arrived quite safely, and forms an interesting little addition to the Museum. I was particularly pleased to have the three bronze specimens". "My work on the New Zealand Flora [Cheeseman 1906 ] is complete so far as the manuscript is concerned . . . I shall, in a short time, be able to resume full control of the Museum as before. I fear that my exchanges . . . have suffered . . . but it could not be helped." That is the last known Cheeseman letter to Giglioli, who died in 1909.
Italian honours on offer Giglioli was able to hold out the possibility of official and royal recognition of Cheeseman's efforts for the Florence Museum. The offers began with the gentlest hint: "When your next send [sic] comes I shall report especially to Government on the value of the specimens you have sent to this Museum". 65 Enticements became steadily more frequent and more generous as Giglioli became ever more earnest for the Maori stone implements, especially greenstone ones, that he sought.
In 1886 Giglioli's pleading came with a strong inducement. 66 As you have already sent valuable collections to this Royal Museum I shall gladly take occasion of this [future] send [sic] of stone-implements to make a special report to my Government and I feel pretty sure that the Minister will be glad to lay the matter before H. M. our King, who, as you are perhaps aware, is always happy to testify his personal satisfaction to those who have contributed to the completion of the Scientific Institutions in Italy.
The point was restated in a post-script:
Again I wish you to understand that if you can manage to add a few especially good and interesting specimens, such as some of the greenstone objects you mention . . . you will give me the occasion of getting H.M. the King, through the Minister of Public Instruction, of naming you Knight of one of our Italian orders. As you may know it was through me that Dr Haast got his knighthood of the Crown of Italy, after sending a fine series of Moa skeletons to this Museum.
In his next letter, Giglioli repeated his urgent need for Maori and Pacific stone implements, and his offer to "report specially to H. E. the Minister of Public Instruction on what you could do for me in that line as something extra from our ordinary exchanges". 67 In reply, Cheeseman lamented the "several wealthy private collectors who are always ready to buy [Maori items] for prices which Museums cannot afford". 68 A small collection of Maori and Pacific items had been set aside for Giglioli, and Cheeseman was:
. . . exceedingly obliged for the kind intention you have expressed of reporting specially to the Minister of Public Instruction on the exchanges I have forwarded to your Museum. I wish that what I am sending now was better worthy of notice, but I have done the best I could at the present time. I need hardly say that I shall be pleased if it meets with the approbation of your Government. A mark of recognition of the nature alluded to in your letter would be much prized and valued by me, but I fear that I cannot claim to have earned it.
Giglioli received a case of stone implements and undertook to "propose that a Galileian silver medal of merit be conferred on you. This is the preliminary step for that further mark of distinction from His Majesty our King which will I doubt not be eventually given to you". 69 A medal ( Figure 7 ) and diploma conferred by the Faculty of Sciences were enclosed with Giglioli's next letter with the expression of Giglioli's "hope before long to be able to give you news of a yet higher mark of distinction". 70 Cheeseman's reply is missing, but Giglioli 71 was much pleased to hear that you have received the diploma & medal which I sent you last January -and that they gave you satisfaction -it is an honor which our faculty has conferred on very few persons, and can only be given on an unanimous votation of all the Professors. I shall read your official acknowledgement at our next meeting.
Giglioli reported that "At our last Faculty meeting your letter regarding the Galileian medal was communicated", and he ended the letter conspiratorially, noting that "I am not forgetting the other matter of which I wrote to you". 72 In 1889 he was very anxious to receive ethnological specimens laid aside for him and "You will indeed confer a special favour which I shall not forget in my Official Report to H. E. the Minister of Public Instruction, on your most valuable contributions to the Royal Museums of Florence." 73 There was no immediate response from Cheeseman, who eventually reported that a box of stone implements was ready for despatch. 74 Giglioli acknowledged receipt, noting disappointment at the absence of a hei-tiki that Cheeseman had mentioned, but "I cannot tell how grateful I am to you for getting me the jade mere, which is small but very fine and just what I wanted". 75 He continued:
I have not forgotten my promise of endeavouring to get a special distinction conferred on you by H. M. the King of Italy; but lately the Foreign Office in London has issued a circular which very nearly prohibits Foreign Orders being given to British subjects -the matter is being discussed and I hope that the difficulty will be removed -if you were a German or a Frenchman the thing would be easy enough. All this is naturally stricktly [sic] confidential and entre-nous.
Cheeseman family desiderata
During the long correspondence, Cheeseman occasionally sought material for family members. He noted: "The photographs about which I wrote were intended for an album of views of towns, buildings, scenery etc, which my sister is forming. . . . I could send photographs of New Zealand and Polynesian scenery, or of the aborigines, in return for them. We were anxious to get good large photographs if possible." 76 In reply, Giglioli stated: "With this mail I am also sending in a separate parcel a sample of the photographs of which, CHEESEMAN-GIGLIOLI CORRESPONDENCE, if acceptable I can send more, illustrating more especially the different cities of Italy. Those I send are all of Florence." 77 They were intended as exchange for photos of "natives of Australia & Polynesia, including New Zealand", but if there was difficulty procuring the latter then the photos sent were to be kept anyway "as a slight memento of your Italian friend & correspondent." In May 1890, Giglioli sent "in a separate roll" 25 photos of Italian cities that he obtained when last in Rome. 78 More photographs followed in 1892. 79 Meanwhile, Cheeseman introduced philately to the exchanges 80 :
My wife has been making a collection of postage stamps for her little daughter of late, and has asked me to obtain some Italian ones. . . . I am sending some N.Z. and Australian stamps with this, and [illegible] much obliged if you would hand them over to any friend of yours who cares to send their equivalent.
Giglioli enclosed with his letter of 26 September 1891 "a small lot" of Italian and South American postage stamps, "some of which will I trust be interesting to Mrs Cheeseman". He included stamps in several subsequent letters trusting "they may interest your ladies".
81
In 1895, Cheeseman included some extra items in the consignment to Giglioli 82 :
You will find in the box 7 large pieces of Fiji pottery. These have been in the possession of my wife for many years, she would be much obliged if you would try and negotiate an exchange for her with some collector of pottery or porcelain in Florence or elsewhere for a few pieces of really good Italian porcelain or Faience, some that would be an attraction in a Lady's drawing room; for instance, specimens of capo-di-monte porcelain. Or, if porcelain cannot be procured some pretty pieces of antique bronzes. Of course you will understand what class of article it is that most pleases the eye of a lady.
When a return consignment arrived, Cheeseman added to the acknowledgement: "My wife, too, is much gratified with the beautiful pair of wedgwood vases, there is nothing similar in Auckland." 83 
DISCUSSION
What prompted Cheeseman's initial approach to Giglioli is unknown, but it may have been mention of Giglioli or his museum in a periodical. The response was positive and a relationship grew, no doubt encouraged by the men being the same age and therefore at similar stages in their careers. However, they never met and correspondence was always strictly formal. At first, Cheeseman's letters were addressed to ("Dear" or "My Dear") "Sir", then after about eight years to "Prof. Giglioli". He always signed "T. F. Cheeseman", never using his first name. Giglioli's letters progressed from "Sir" to "Mr Cheeseman" to "Colleague" and were always signed "Henry H. Giglioli". Cheeseman seemed more tardy than Giglioli in replying to letters and sending specimens for exchange. The latter sent many reminders and there are more letters from Giglioli than from Cheeseman, even though the known Giglioli ones cover only two-thirds of the exchange period. Giglioli seems the more professional in his record-keeping. His consignments had detailed inventories, with lot numbers of specimens being noted in the Florence exchange registers. Cheeseman had no such exchange registers and at least one of his consignments had no inventory accompanying it. Cheeseman may have been too busy to attend to this. He covered all disciplines at Auckland Museum single-handedly, whereas at Florence there were several specialist curators. Giglioli's workload was therefore perhaps a little less, although, unlike Cheeseman, he had to give university lectures and mark examinations, and was much absent around Europe on what he called government business. Both men were away periodically on natural-history collecting trips.
The Auckland-Florence exchanges, spanned half the globe and turned on the exchange of a handful of letters. Yet they succeeded despite the slowness of the postal service and the transport obstacles that faced all exchanges of that period, including the need for an agent in London. The first consignment from Auckland in 1879 was by sailing ship, though later exchanges went by steamer. Shipping at the time was expensive and unreliable, and security and preservation of the items in transit was difficult to ensure (Kohlstedt 1991: 130) , as illustrated by theft from the 1890 consignment to Florence.
No further New Zealand birds were sent to Florence after the second exchange, presumably because all readily available species had by then been sent, and because Giglioli was more interested in New Zealand ethnographic material. The third group of vertebrates received by Auckland Museum was in exchange for ethnographic items from Cheeseman. Of the notable items sent on exchange that Giglioli particularly mentioned in his letters, the colobus monkey (LM290) is present at Auckland Museum, but, alas, Emperor Menelik's two rams and a goat, and the mounted bustard, are unaccounted for and their fate unknown.
Giglioli's persistent requests for ethnographic objects seem a little over-bearing, especially with the concomitant hints at royal rewards. Cheeseman seemed largely immune to the overtures and gave little impression, apart from the small extra consignment in 1887 perhaps, of having been whipped into greater exertion by the prospect of personal gain. Other scientists in New Zealand were also caught up in the prospect of foreign honours in recognition of their museum exchanges, for example Julius Haast at Christchurch (for example, Barton 2000) . It was probably a major dilemma for Cheeseman. No doubt he was ready to accept any honour he considered justified, but as a citizen of an empire that took pride in its incorruptible civil service, he probably found the hint of bribery somewhat distasteful. His ability to obtain the rare and expensive items that Giglioli sought was in any case limited, and it seems he never received a higher honour from Florence than the Galileian silver medal.
The birds sent from New Zealand, being mostly range-restricted insular endemics, are perhaps inherently more valuable to museums than the birds of widespread continental species received in return. Likewise, the Maori and Pacific ethnographic items that Giglioli was so keen to obtain were rare and expensive. It is hard to balance and quantify the exchanges, but my feeling is that overall they were fair. Fairness was facilitated by the sequential nature of the exchanges and the opportunities the participants had to tailor the size and value of a consignment in accordance with the perceived value of the offering that had just been received.
